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KINGSTON,  ONTARIO 

REPORT  m  KOMH  MISSIONS. 

PRESBYTERY  OF  HAMILTON. 

The  Presbytery  of  Hamilton  was  constituted  by  aa 
act  of  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Can- 
ada, passed  on  the  16th  September  1836, and  in  terms 
of  that  act  held  its  first  meeting  at  Hamilton  on  the 
5th  October  following.  This  Presbytery  has  under 
its  ecclesiastical  superintendence  the  Gore,  Niagara, 
Wellington;  Brock.  Talbot,  London,  Western  and 
Huron  Districts,  comprising  a  surface  of  up- 
wards of  200  miles  in  length  by  an  average  breadti* 
of  50  or  60  miles,  anda  population  of  about  170*000, 

The  Presbyterian  portion  of  this  population  rttort 
immediately  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  and 
scattered  over  this  extensive  tract  <  f  country,  may 
with  tolerable  accuracy  be  estimated  at  about  30,00(1. 

At  the  time  of  the  formation  of  this  "Presbytery,  il 
■scntained  nine  ministers;  six  of  these  were  stationed 
in  fixed  pastoral  charges  in  the  Gore  and  Niagara 
Districts,  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Presby- 
tery ;  so  that  the  extensive  regions  to  the  westward 
although  possessing  a  numerous  Presbyterian  popula- 
tion enjoyed  the  services  of  only  three  ministers-* 
Since  that  period  the  Presbytery  has  received  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  the  number  of  its  ministers,  18 
standing  on  hs  roll  at  this  date; — yet  only  six  of 
'heee  are  stationed  in  that  part  of  its  bounds  lying  fit 
(he  westward  of  the  Gore  and  Niarara  District*. 
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From  these  simple  statements  it  will  be  obvious  to 
those  who  are  in  any  measure  acquainted  with  the 
country,  how  extensive  a  field  of  Home  Missionary 
labour  was,and  still  is, under  the  care  of  this  Presby- 
tery. It  is  believed  that  no  other  Presbytery  in  the 
Colony  has  so  great  an  amount  of  religious  destitu- 
tion pressing  on  its  sympathies  and  exertions.  And 
it  is  a  most  material  point  in  the  case,  which  ought  to 
be  kept  steadily  in  view  by  all  concerned — by  the 
parent  Church  and  the  Synod,  as  well  as  by  the 
ministers  and  congregations  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Hamilton — that  the  Districts  included  within  the 
bounds  of  that  Presbytery,  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
and  well  known  advantages  which  they  afford  as  to 
climate,  soil,  and  extent  of  unsettled  lands,  must  con- 
stitute the  principle  scene  of  immigrant  settlement 
for  many  years  to  come. 

The  Presbytery  at  its  first  meeting  took  steps  for 
the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  the  support  of  mis- 
sionaries within  its  bounds,  enjoining  collections  to  be 
made  for  this  purpose,  in  all  the  congregations  under 
its  jurisdiction — an  injunction  which  was  renewed 
from  time  to  time.  Of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  this  fund  a  general  statement  is  annexed,  drawn 
up  by  a  committee  of  Presbytery  from  the  accounts 
furnished  by  the  Treasurer  and  Presbytery  Clerk. 
At  a  meeting  of  Presbytery  in  April  1837,  it  was  re- 
solved to  communicate  with  the  Colonial  Committee 
of  the  General  Assembly — the  Glasgow  Colonial  So- 
ciety, the  Aberdeen  Auxiliary  of  that  Society,  and  the 
Synod  of  Ross  urging  on  their  attention  the  want  of 
Missionaries  in  this  country,  and  especially  within 
the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery,  and  requesting  them 
to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  send  o<ut  an  additional 
number  of  missionaries  during  this  season  ; — as  also 
requesting  and  authoris'ng  the  Glasgow  Colonial  So- 
ciety to  engage  two.  Missionaries   on    behalf  of  this 
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Presbytery  at  the  annual  salary  of  one  hundred 
pounds  currency  each,  certain  with  twenty  pounds 
additional  if  the  funds  of  the  Presbytery  permit. 
A  committee  of  Presbytery  was  appointed  to  conduct 
this  correspondence,  reporting  thdr  progress  therein 
from  time  to  time.  The  correspondence  was  com- 
menced and  carried  on  accordingly,  and  at  every  sub- 
sequent meeting  of  Presbytery,  the  supply  of  the 
destitute  congregations  and  settlements. and  the  obtain- 
ing of  an  adequate  supply  of  missionaries,  appear 
from  ihe  records' of  the  Presbytery  to  have  formed 
the  subject  of  anxious  deliberation  and  of  frequent 
and  urgent  communications  to  the  parent  Church, and 
to  individual  ministers  and  preachers  thereof.  It  is, 
however,  unnecessary  to  detail  the  procedure  of  the 
Presbytery  in  this  respect.  The  steps  which  have 
more  recently  been  taken,  will  be  noticed  more  con- 
veniently in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report,  and  the 
following  additional  extract  is  presented,  merely  to 
show  the  progress  of  the  correspondence  referred  to, 
and  to  exhibit  the  deliberate  view  of  the  Presbytery, 
after  minute  and  extended  enquiry — of  the  religious 
destitution  within  its  bounds,  and  of  the  resources 
which  can  be  commanded  within  the  country  for  the 
support  of  Missionaries.  This  extract  which  was 
communicated  to  the  parent  Church  occurs  in  the 
minute  of  a  meeting  held  at  Hamilton  on  the  9th 
October  1839.  "The  Presbytery,  after  mature  con- 
sideration, agreed  to  record  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that  the  services  of  nine  missionaries  are  necessary 
within  their  bounds,  in  order  to  furnish  an  adequate 
supply  of  preaching  to  the  various  destitute  congre- 
gations and  settlements  under  their  charge,  and  to 
enable  the  Presbytery  to  combine  effectively  the  vol- 
untary contributions  of  such  congregations  and  set- 
tlements for  the  support  of  missionaries.  The  Pres- 
bytery farther  resolved,  that  the  known  and  express 


8ed  intentions  and  resources  of  the  destitute  congre- 
Rations  warrant  the  Presbytery  to  guarantee  Fifty 
pounds  currency  per  annum  to  each  of  nine  mission- 
aries." 

The  success  of  their  applications  and  efforts  has 
been  very  inadequate  to  their  urgency,  and  to  the  ex-  i 
tensive  and  clamant  necessities  which  called  them 
forth.  Upwards  of  four  years  passed  away  before 
any  appointment  was  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Pres- 
bytery's minute  of  April  1836,  and  even  then  only 
one  missionary  was  sent  out,  the  Rev  William  Find- 
lay,  who  commenced  his  labours  within  the  bounds  of 
this  Presbytery  in  June  1841.  This  delay  was  no 
doubt  mainly  occasioned  by  the  civil  distractions  which 
prevailed  during  that  period  in  the  country, and  which, 
among  many  other  pernicious  effects,  operated  pow- 
erfully in  deterring  ministers  and  missionaries  from 
coming  hither,  and  the  more  so  that  other  colonies, 
and  even  heathen  lands,  presented  numerous  and 
more  inviting  openings  for  usefulness.  It  is  here  ad- 
verted to,  chiefly  because  it  gives  a  deeper  shade  of 
melancholy  interest  to  the  condition  of  our  brethren, 
left  so  long  to  famish  in  these  forests  for  the  want  of 
the  bread  of  life,  and  because  it  furnishes  the  trua 
account  of  the  smallness  of  the  amount  of  contribu- 
tions to  the  missionary  fund  by  the  congregations 
connected  with  the  Presbytery,  ministers  having  but 
little  heart  to  ask,  or  their  people  to  give,  when  so 
little  prospect  existed  of  effective  operation  In  th« 
missionary  field. 

During  the  period  in  question,  however,  the  Pres- 
bytery availed  themselves  of  the  incidental  and  tem- 
porary services  of  the  following  individuals  in  the 
missionary  field,  viz  : — The  Rev.  Daniel  Allen,  wh» 
arrived  in  Hamilton  in  October  I836,immediately  af- 
ter the  primary  meeting  of  the  P.esbytery  ;  Mr.  Al- 
lan ww  sent  out  and  wholly  sustained   by  the  Olas- 


gow  Colonial  Society,  and  his  zealous  and  useful  la- 
bours as  a  missionary  were  continued  until  his  settle- 
ment over  the  congregations  of  Stratford  and  Wood- 
stock in  1838  ; — The  Rev.  John  Tawse,  who  also 
came  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Glasgow  Society, 
but  was  not  supported  by  them  as  a  missionary  ;  He 
was  sustained  in  that  capacity  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Hamilton  during  the  months  of  December,  January 
and  February  1836-7,  labouring  in  the  Gore  and  Ni- 
agara Districts,  when  he  accepted  of  a  call  from  tho 
congregation  of  King,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Toronto: 
the  Rev.  William  Meld  rum,  who  arrived  in  Decem- 
ber 1839  ;  Mr.  Meldrum  came  out  on  the  spec.al  re- 
quest of  some  members  of  the  congregation  in  Pus- 
linch,  of  which  he  soon  after  became  the  settled  pas- 
tor having  continued  only  three  months  in  the  mis- 
sionary field  : — the  Rev.  James  McAulay,  a  proba- 
tioner from  the  Synod  of  Ulster,  connected  for  many 
years  with  the  United  Synod  in  this  country, who  gave 
his  almost  gratuitous  services  to  the  Presbytery  for 
about  three  months  in  the  autumn  of  1840,  in  the 
Gore,  Niagara  nnd  Talbot  Districts.  In  addition  to 
these  statements  it  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  in 
January  1839  the  Rev.  Angus  Mackintosh  undertook, 
at  the  special  request  of  the  Presbytery,  a  missionary 
visitation  of  the  principal  stations  in  the  Niagara, 
Gore  and  London  Districts.  The  Rev.  William 
Findlay,  as  has  been  already  stated,  having  been  ap- 
pointed a  missionary  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Presbytery  by  the  Colonial  Committee  ot  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  entered  on  his  labours  in  June  1841, 
and  these  labours,as  will  afterwards  appear,have  been 
peculiarly  efficient  and  acceptable  in  the  various  im- 
portant stations  which  have  enjoyed  them. 

By  an  inspection  of  the  foregoing  particulars,  it 
will  appear  that  during  the  whole  period  of  nearly 
tve  years,  from  the  first  institution  of  the  Presbytery 
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until  June  1841,  the  whole  amount  of  missionary 
service  (exclusive  of  Mr.  Allan's)  which  the  Presby- 
tery have  been  able  to  obtain  for  their  destitute 
brethren,  is  only  equal  to  the  labours  of  a  single  mis- 
sionary for  twelve  months  ;  the  efficiency  of  this  ser- 
vice being  also  greatly  impaired  by  the  cireumsiance 
that  it  was  not  continuous,  and  therefore  could  not  be 
applied  according  to  any  well  regulated  system  of  op- 
eration. 

The  members  of  the  Presbytery  regard  these  facts 
with  deep  regret,  and  indeed  among  the  varied  anx- 
ieties arid  cares  which  their  office  involves,  there  in 
none  that  has  proved  more  distressing  to  them  thaw 
their  inability  to  make  a  more  adequate  provision  for 
the  spiritual  wants  of  their  brethren  deprived  of  the 
stated  ministrations  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  fruitless- 
ness  of  their  efforts  for  that  purpose.  At  their  suc- 
cessive Presbyterial  Sessions,  applications  have  been 
received  from  nearly  thirty  different  localities  where 
presbyterians  are  settled  in  considerable  numbers, who 
have  been  left  by  the  Church,  in  many  instances  for 
periods  of  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  without  the  stated 
means  of  grace.  These  applications  have  been  ur- 
gently renewed  from  time  to  lime  in  various  forms — 
sometimes  by  written  communications,  sometimes  by 
deputations — accompanied  with  promises  of  temporal 
support  for  missionaries,  varying  in  amount  from 
£30  to  £100  according  to  the  number  and  mean*  of 
the  parties  ;  and  to  these,  in  the  great  majority  of  ca- 
ses, the  Presbytery  could  return  scarcely  any  other 
reply  than  an  expression  of  their  sympathy,  coupled 
with  a  statement  of  their  continued  endeavours  to 
procure  missionaries,  and  of  the  hope  still  cherished 
by  them  of  ultimate  success. 

Considerable  exertions  have  indeed  been  made  by 
the  ministers  of  thePresbytery  to  extend  an  occasional 
supply  of  preaching  to  many  of  these  localities. &  this  • 


inode  of  supply  has  been  a  matter  of  stated  arrange- 
ment and  injunction  in  the  presbytery.  But  not  a  few 
of  the  destitute  stations  are  too  remote  from  settled 
ministers  to  obtain  any  substantial  assistance  in  this 
way,  the  immediate  pastoral  duties  of  ministers  le  ng 
usually  so  extensive  and  onerous  as  to  render  it  at 
once  impracticable  and  inexpedient  to  withdraw 
so  much  of  their  services  from  their  own  charges  a* 
would  be  requisite  to  furnish  an  efficient  supply  in  the 
missionary  field. 

These  statements,  however  discouraging  they  may 
appear,  are  regarded  by  the  Presbytery  as  furnishing 
a  stimulus  to  renewed  and  more  vigorous  efforts  in 
that  most  important  department  of  their  spiritual 
charge  to  which  they  refer,  and  accordingly  at  their 
last  meeting  they  adopted  a  scheme  of  Home  Mission* 
submitted  to  them  by  a  committee  of  the  Synod,  the 
leading  features  of  which  may  be  briefly  stated  at 
follows: — It  provides  first  of  all  for  the  subdivision. 
of  the  whole  Missionary  ground  under  the  care  oftb© 
Presbytery  into  missionary  districts,  assigning  a  mis- 
sionary to  each  of  them,  within  which  his  service* 
will  be  statedly  given  at  certain  fixed  and  central  sta- 
tions; the  number  of  stations  being  so  limited  as  that 
each  of  them  shall  enjoy  these  services  on  one  at  least 
out  of  every  four  Sabbaths.  It  then  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  a  small  committee  of  the  members  of 
the  Church  at  each  of  these  stations,  whose  duty  will 
be  to  conduct  worship  on  the  vacant  sabbaths,  super- 
intend sabbath  schools,  and  collect  the  quarterly  con- 
tributions of  the  people  for  the  support  of  the  mis- 
sionary, keeping  regular  lists  and  accounts,  and  mak- 
ing periodical  reports  to  the  Presbytery.  This  schema 
further  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  General 
Presbyterial  Mission  Fund,  to  be  derived  from  annual 
cojjections  and  subscriptions  in  the  organized  congre- 
gations, by  means  of  which,  with  the  aid  that  willfc* 
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afforded  by  the  parent  church,  it  is  expected  that  suf- 
ficient resources  will  arise  for  supplementing  the  pro- 
vision .made  for  missionaries  within  their  several  dis- 
tricts. And  it  finaiy  contemplates  renewed  and  per- 
severing representations  and  applications  in  regard  to 
an  adequate  supply  of  missionaries,  addressed  not  only 
to  the  Colonial  Committee  and  the  General  Assembly 
of  Ireland,  by  the  Presbytery,  but  also  as  extensively 
as  possible  to  ministers,  preachers  and  others  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  by  individual  members  of  Pres- 
bytery through  private  correspondence.  By  carrying 
out  these  arrangements  vigorously,  the  Presbytery 
trust  they  will  soon  find  themselves  in  a  capacity  to 
offer  a  liberal  measure  of  support  to  missionaries,  and 
to  bring  a  sufficient  number  of  them  into  the  field. 
Their  hopes  in  this  respect  have  already  been  not  a 
little  confirmed  and  strengthened  by  the  favorable  re- 
sult of  some  private  correspondence  with  ministers 
r.nd  preachers  in  Scotland,  who  manifest  a  disposition 
to  come  to  our  aid. 

The  lamentable  extent  to  which  the  Presbyterian 
population  are  left  destitute  of  the  slated  means  of 
grace,  will  be  apparent  from  the  following  scheme  of 
missionary  arrangements,  which  the  Presbytery 
would  find  it  necessary  to  adopt  in  pursuance  of  the 
foregoing  plan  of  operations  and  in  order  to  supply  in 
any  adequate  measure  the  religious  wants  of  their 
brethren.  To  this  scheme  the  Presbytery  earnestly 
entreat  the  attention  of  all  concerned,  trusting  that  an 
inspection  of  it,  in  connection  with  the  other  state- 
ments contained  in  the  report,  will  secure  an  imme- 
diate and  cordial  response  to  the  appeal  which  is  to 
be  founded  on  it,  to  the  parent  church,  the  presbyte- 
rian  church  in  Ireland,  and  the  presbyteiian  commu- 
nity in  this  country. 

I.  In  the  Niagara  District  three  missionaries  are 
required,  to  be  stationed  as  follows  : — 
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1.  One  over  a  missionary  district-  composed  of  tha 
townships  of  Stamford,  Thoroid  and  Grantham. 

2.  A  second  over  a  missionary,  district  composed- 
of  the  townships  of  Gainsborough,  Grimsby,  and 
Clinton. 

Inthe  latter  of  these  missionarydistricts  the  number  of 
presbyterians  is  very  considerable.   "In  the  township 
of  Gainsborough,"  writes  the  Rev.  Mr.  Macgill  on 
the  9th  March,  1841,   ••  there  is  a  neat  and  commo- 
dious church  edifice,  a  session  of  six  members,  and  a. 
considerable  body  of  communicants.     I  am  not  able 
to  state  their  number.     This  church  was    formerly 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr.  Eastman,  who  resides 
about  a  mile  from  the  church.     But  for  several  years 
they  have  rejected  his  services,  &  have  consequently 
enjoyed  no  regular  administration  of  sacred  ordinan- 
ces.   In- the  township  of  Pel  ham  there  is  a  small,  neat 
presbyterian    church  which  enjoyed  the   occasional 
services  of  Mr.  Eastman,  though  at  the  distance  from  his 
usual  residence,  I  think  nearly   12  miles.     The  peo- 
ple here,  who  are  chiefly  of  Dutch  extraction,   have 
as  I  was  informed,  agreed  lately  to  call  a  minister 
from  the  United  States,   having  engaged  to  pay  him 
a  stipend  of  £75  currency.     It  is  not  certain  that  he- 
will  accept  of  it,  and  we  may  therefore  regard  this. 
church  as  still  vacant.     In  the  township  of  Louth, 
there  is  a  neat  church  owned  in  common  by  the  Pres-. 
byterians  and  Episcopalians.  There  is  here  a  Session* 
of  4  members,  and  25  communicants,  with  perhaps 
four  times  as  many  adherents.     They  long  enjoyed 
the  occasional  services  of  Mr.  Eastman,  but  his  age 
and   infirmities,  and  his  great  distance  from  themt 
about  15  miles,  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  dis- 
charge the  full  duties  of  a  preacher  to  them.     This 
church  also  should  be  held  as. vacant.** 

•These  two  churches,  Pelham  and  L^uth,  have  lately  pre* 
cured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Blanc  hard  from  the  United 
Bfftttfl. 
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"It  would.be  very  difficult  to  convey  to  one  who  has 
never  visited  this  district,  any  just  description  of  these 
Presbyterian  churches — for  i  think  notwithstanding  a 
few  peculiarities, theyare  entitled  to  be  consideredTRUB 
Presbyterian  Churches.  They  have  very  vague  ideas 
of  the  nature  of  the  pastoral  office — they  have  a  very 
strong  attachment  to  the  use  of  Walts'  psalms  in 
public  worship — they  are  rather  averse  to  all  public 
grants  in  support  of  religion, and  prejudices  have  been 
fostered  in  their  minds  against  the  Church  of  Scol^ 
land  on  several  very  absurd  grounds.  None  of  these 
churches  therefore  can  be  regarded  as  in  connexion 
with  the  Synod  of  Canada.  I  am  of  opinion, however, 
that  they  ought  to  receive  our  most  affectionate  care. 
If  we  could  send  among  them  suitably  qualified  mis- 
■ionaries,men  who  knew  how  "to  become  all  thing* 
to  all  men  that  they  might  gain  the  more" — I  would 
•ay  of  these  townships  that  they  present  a  very  prom- 
ising field  of  ministerial  labor  I  fear  however  that 
thePresbytery  of  Hamilton  may  not  readily  find  suck 
missionaries.  Preachers  recently  from  Scotland, 
invincibly  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  entire  form  of 
Presbyteri'iuism  existing  there, and  resolved  to  make 
no  modifications  to  new  circumstances,  would  meet 
with  no  welcome  reception  in  these  settlements.  My 
main  hope  for  them  is  that  some  of  them  may  be  in- 
duced to  educate  their  sons  for  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, &  I  fear  there  will  be  no  settled  ministry  among 
them  until  it  is  established  in  this  way.  The  Inde- 
pendents have  gained  over  one  you^g  man,  the  son 
«>f  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  and  are  teaching  him  after 
their  fashion  for  the  ministry.  His  brother  who  it 
attending  a  college  in  the  Hnited  Slates,  with  the  sam* 
yicw,  inclines  I  believe  to  Presbyterianism  Another 
young  man  has  gone  out  from  Gainsborough  to  the 
United  States  to  study  for  the  ministry.  If  the  Pr«*- 
bytary  of  He  milloc  could  bring  lhe««  young  m«B  wmit 
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ts  care,  and  induce  them  to  study  atQueen's  college, 
a  very  important  advantage  would  be  gained  for  the 
unity  of  the  church  in  this  district." 

3.  A  third  over  a  missionary  district  composed  of 
the  townships  and  settlements  on  the  Grand  River, 
from  Tuscarora  village  to  Dunville,  in  which  his  ser- 
vices would  be  required  at  four  stations,  namely,  Cal- 
edonia, Indiana,  Cayuga  and  Dunville. 

This  missionary  district  would  constitute  a  very 
extensive  and  laborious  field,  and  would  require  to  be 
divided  as  soon  as  possible.  The  exact  number  of 
presbyterians  settled  in  it  has  not  been  ascertained, 
but  cannot  be  short  of  500,  a  considerable  portion  of 
them  having  been  formerly  connected  with  the  Synod 
of  Ulster.  With  the  exception  of  an  occasional  visit 
from  one  or  two  of  the  ministers  of  the  Presbytery, 
they  have  been  and  still  are  totally  deprived  of  accest 
to  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  as  dispensed  by  their 
own  church.  Indeed  there  is  no  section  of  the  coun- 
try which  has  a  more  pressing  claim  on  the  presby* 
terian  church  than  this.  From  the  several  stations 
above  mentioned  repeated  applications  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  Presbyter  ,  urgently  entreating  that  a 
minister  might  be  appointed  to  labour  amongst  them, 
and  assuring  an  annual  contribution  for  his  support 
to  the  amount  of  £75  or  £80.  It  is  necessary  to  oh* 
■erve  in  regard  to  the  importance  and  claims  of  this 
district,  that  a  large  extent  of  wild  lands  within  it  will 
be  thrown  open  immediately  by  the  Government  for 
settlement,  which  will  produce  a  great  and  rapid  in- 
crease of  its  population.  The  following  statements 
respecting  this  district  are  furnished  by  a  member  of 
Presbytery  well  acquainted  with  it  : — 

••Dunville. — This  may  be  regarded  as  an  import- 
ant field  of  labour  There  are  in  the  village  and  neigh- 
bourhood about  twenty  Presbyterian  families,  wfoe 
are  desirous  of  and  would  be  willing  to  support  a  Mi 
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Bister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  The  attendance  on 
the  occasional  ministrations  of  our  church  is  uniformly 
▼ery  encouraging,  and  such  as  to  justify  the  inference 
that  if  this  field  enjoyed  the  stated  labours  of  a  pastor, 
it  would  ere  long  furnish  a  flourishing  congregation. 
Important,  however,  as  this  congregation  is,  they  are 
very  seldom  visited  by  any  of  our  ministers. 

"Cayuga. — There  is  in  this  quarter  a  very  interest- 
ing body  of  Presbyterians.  A  yeai  or  two  ago  they 
presented  a  petition  very  numerously  signed  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Hamilton  for  a  supply  of  preaching, 
and  though  since  that  time  very  seldom  visited,  they 
seem  to  retain  an  undiminished  attachment  to  the 
church  and  its  ordinances.  The  congregation  that  can 
be  collected  is  so  numerous  that  they  fill  the 
Episcopal  church  which  our  ministers  are  liberally 
permitted  the  use  of,  and  which  is  of  a  considerable 
size.  They  were  lately  visited  by  one  of  our  preach- 
ers and  so  earnest  were  they  for  his  speedy  return,  or 
a  visit  from  some  other  minister,  that  he  was  con- 
strained to  promise  that  they  would  either  from  him 
or  some  other  person  have  a  supply  of  the  bread  of 
life. 

"Port  Robinson,  with  the  settlements  at  the 
Junction  &  (  ook's  Mills, which  are  within  a  few 
miles  of  each  other,  may  be  regarded  as  a  missionary 
station  which  with  due  care  might  ere  long  afford  a 
very  interesting  and  productive  field  of  labour.  The 
presbyterian  families  within  this  very  manageable 
locality'are  about  thirty. n 

II.  In  the  Gore  District  two  missionaries  are  re- 
quired, to  be  stationed  as  follows  : — 

1.  One  over  a  missionary  district  composed  of  the 
townships  of  Saltfleet  and  Binbrook,  and  portions  of 
the  adjoining  townships  of  Barton  and  Glandford,  in 
which  his  services  would  be  given  at  two  stations  ; 
she  one  in  Saltfleet,  where  a  small  church  edific*  has 
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been  eTected,  the  other  in  Binhrook.  This  district,  i« 
which  the  presbyterian  population  numbprs  about  500, 
would  afford  a  compact  and  promising  field  for  the  la- 
bors of  a  missionary.  The  stations  mentioned  are 
occasionally  visited 'by  the  neighboring  minister,  and 
although  his  services  can  usually  be  extended  to 
ihem  only  on  week  days,  they  are.  he  states,  well  at- 
tended, the  people  uniformly  manifesting  a  strong  de- 
sire to  enjoy  the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel,  statedly* 
and  constantly  inquiring  as  to  the  probability  of  their 
obtaining  the  services  of  a  missionary.  Their  appli- 
cations to  the  Presbytery  on  tlvis  subject  have  been 
frequently  repeated,  and  although  they  have  hitherto 
failed  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  desires,  &  har« 
been  much  exposed  to  the  influence  of  various  secta- 
rians, they  slill  remain  united  and  firm  in  theirattach- 
ment  to  presbyterian  institutions  and  doctrines,  and 
are  at  present  engaged  in  making  renewed  arrange- 
ments for  the  support  of  a  missionary,  to  which  they 
Will  be  able  to  contribute  from  £50  to  £60  per  annum. 
It  is  important  to  add  that  in  this  district  there  ar« 
about  100  individuals  who  have  been  previously  is 
full  communion  with  the  presbyterian  church. 

2.  A  second  over  a  missionary  district  composed 
of  the  township  of  Brant  ford  and  a  portion  of  thee 
township  of  Dumfries,  in  which  his  services  would  bo 
principally  given  at  two  stations,  namely,  the  village 
of  Brantford  and  the  village  of  Paris.  The  Presby- 
tery have  been  unable  to  ascertain  precisely  the  num- 
ber of  the  presbyterian  population  which  would  fall 
under  the  care  of  a  missionary  in  this  district.  It 
Knust,  however,  be  very  considerable,  as  the  total  pop-, 
illation  of  the  township  of  Brantford  alone  is  about 
5000.  Several  implications  have  been  made  to  th« 
Presbytery  for  the  services  of  a  missionary  in  fchia 
«juavter,  but  it  has  rarely  been  in  their  power  to  afford 
any  supplies;  &  it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  *rh*.t 
amount  of  local  support  would  be  contributed. 
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III.  In  the  Wellington  District  one  missionary  is 
required,  to  be  stationed  over  a  missionary  district 
composed  of  the  townships  of  Woolwich,  Waterloo 
and  VVilmot,  in  which  his  services  would  he  required 
at  three  stations,  namely,  one  in  each  of  these  town- 
ships. 

The  presbyterian  population  in  this  district  maybe 
estimated  at  about  400.  Except  in  Woolwich  where 
occasional  services  have  been  given  by  ministers  of 
the  Presbytery,  they  have  hitherto  been  left  totally 
destitute  of  the  means  of  grace  by  the  presbyterian 
church.  In  that  township  a  very  neat  and  comfortable 
church  was  erected  some  years  ago,  and  elders  were 
elected  and  ordained,  who  have  regularly  continued 
to  conduct  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath  days  with 
the  people,  and  to  discharge  the  other  duties  of  their 
office,  with  exemplary  faithfulness.  The  circumstan- 
ces of  this  little  flock  have  deeply  interested  the  Pres- 
bytery, and  it  is  hoped  that  ere  long  the  harmony, 
prudence  and  steadfastness,  by  which  they  have  been 
characterized,  will  be  crowned  with  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  desires  in  the  establishment  of  a  faith- 
ful missionary  in  that  quarter.  Th»  local  support  to 
be  expected  here  woukl  not  exceed  <£50.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  district  it  ought  to  be  stated,  that  there 
is  in  the  townships  of  Waterloo  and  VVilmot,  a  popu- 
lation of  upwards  of  4000  of  Dutch  and  German  ori- 
gin, who,  it  is  believed,  stand  in  great  need  of  the 
services  of  a  well  qualified  and  faithful  minister,  ac- 
quainted with  their  language.  If  the  Presbytery  could 
do  nothing  more  in  their  behalf,  they  might  at  least 
take  measures  for  bringing  their  religious  wants 
under  the  notice  of  the  established  church  of  Holland, 
or  the  German  Reformed  church.  To  the  care  of  this 
missionary  also,  there  might  be  aligned  for  the  pre- 
sent, the  new  settlement  on  the  Owen  SoundRoad.  In 
this  quarter  a  considerable  number  of    presbyterian 
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families,  from  Scotland  and  the  North  of  Ireland,  are 
already  located,  who,  with  the  other  settlers  there,  it 
is  believed  are  totally  deprived  of  the  ministrations  of 
the  gospel.  These  settlements  were  visited  several 
times  by  that  devoted  and  indefatigable  minister  of 
the  gospel,  the  late  Mr.  Gardiner  of  Fergus,  whose 
early  removal  is  deeply  felt,  not  merely  by  his  own 
congregation,  but  by  the  people  connected  with  the 
various  stations  in  this  missionary  district. 

IV.  In  the  Talbot  District,  one  missionary  at  least 
is  indispensably  and  urgently  required.  Three  stations 
would  principally  claim  Lis  attention,  namely,  Sim- 
coe,  Vittoria  and  Port  Dover,  three  villages  which 
are  respectively  distant  6  or  7  miles  from  one  another. 
This  district  exhibits  many  striking  instances  of  the 
lamentable  consequences  which  result  from  the  want 
of  the  regular  ministrations  of  the  gospel  among  the 
presbyterian  population,  in  the  prevalence  of  religi- 
ous error,  division,  and  indifference.  But  there  is 
still  a  considerable  number  in  this  quarter  who  remain 
steadfast,  and  they  have,  for  the  last  twelve  months 
particularly,  been  exerting  themselves  to  obtain  the 
stated  services  of  a  minister  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land, for  which  purpose  they  have  been  in  frequent 
communication  with  the  Presbytery.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Bryning,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  has  for  many  years  of- 
ficiated occasionally  at  Simcoe,  and  his  services  are 
duly  valued  by  the  people,  as  is  evident  throughout 
their  correspondence  with  the  Presbytery.  But  they 
strongly  feel  the  necessity  of  having  the  undivided 
labours  of  a  minister  amongst  them  arid  there  seems 
to  be  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  prepared 
to  secure  an  adequate  stipend  with  little  or  no  exter- 
nal assistance.  In  a  petition  presented  by  them  to  the 
Presbytery  in  January  last,  the  following  passage  oc- 
curs : — "We  will  at  present  only  farther  state,  that 
while  other  denominations  are  zealously  endeavouring 
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"'tcr  extend  their  influence  and  numbers,  -the  interests  of 
t)ur  church  appear  to  have  been  almost  entirely  neg- 
lected. We  would  not  be  understood  as  undervaluing 
the  important  services  that  have  been  rendered  to 
many  members  of  our  community  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bryning,  but  when  we  consider  the  great  age  and  in- 
creasing infirmities  of  that  gentleman,  we  feel  doubly 
desirous  that  the  good  he  has  done  should  be  perpe- 
tuated, and  in  order  that  it  may  be  so  we  trust  that 
through  your  instrumentality,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
much  time  will  not  elapse  ere  we  have  an  active, 
pious  and  energetic  minister  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land labouring  amongst  us."  To  this  extract  may 
be  added  the  following/from  a  private  letter  addressed 
to  a  member  of  Presbytery  some  time  ago  by  & 
Scotch  gentleman  settled  in  this  p;irt  of  the  country  : 
after  some  anxious  enquiries  about  missionaries  h« 
proceeds — "I  must  say  that  1  do  not  hold  the  church 
of  Scotland  blameless  in  this  matter.  Other  denomi- 
nations ate  pouring  out  their  teachers  into  ever* 
corner,  while  the  few  presbyterians  who  retain  a  pre* 
dilection  for  the  worship  of  their  fathers,  arc  allowed 
either  to  forget  God,  or  to  hear  of  his  grace  frora 
strange rs< — men  who  in  two  many  instances  spread 
abroad  much  error,  some  wheat,  but  more  tare*. 
Fray  excuse  my  grumbling,  for  I  feel  deeply  en  tht 
su'vjeci.  My  family  are  growing  up,  and  tho  inside 
of  a  church  is  to  them  a  novelty. " 

V.  In  the  Brock  District  there  is  ample  scope  for 
the  labours  of  a  missionary  of  the  presby  terian  church* 
In  the  village  of  Woodstock  a  congregation  was  or- 
ganised some  years  ago,  which  enjoyed  for  a  time 
th3  pastoral  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Allan, 
•)f  Stratford.  Mr.  Allan  felt  himself  constrained  to  re- 
sign the  charge  of  Woodstock,  and  the  congregation 
there  has  in  consequence  remained  vacant  since  A** 
.g*st  1840.  only  receiving  occasional  supplies  from  *\ 
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Tew  members  of  Presbytery  ;  but  a  church  edifice  is 
now  in  an  advanced  state  of  progress,  &  it  is  earnestly 
desired  to  extend  the  regular  mnistrations  of  the  gospel, 
to  this  spirited  congregation.  In  tr  e  adjoining  townships 
of  Blenheim,  Burford,  &  Oxford,  there  is  a  consider- 
able and  increasing  presbyterian  population,  who  have 
been  left  hitherto  in  a  great  measure  destitute  of  the 
stated  means  of  grace.  These  localities  might  for  the 
present  be  placed  under  the  charge  of  the  minister 
who  shall  be  settled  at  Woodstock,  and  with  their  as- 
sistance a  considerable  provision  would  be  made  for 
his  support,  amounting  probably  to  nearly  £100  per 
annum. 

VI.  In  the  London  District,  three  missionaries  are 
urgently  required. 

1.  The  town  and  township  of  London  would  afford 
ample  scope  for  the  labours  of  one  of  these.  The 
importance  of  this  station  cannot  be  better  slated  than 
it  is  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Findlay,  in  one  of  his  communi- 
cations tiansmitted  to  the  Presbytery  soon  after  he 
entered  on  his  missionary  labours  in  the  west.  "I 
tarried  two  sabbaths  in  London  on  my  way  to  the 
western  District,  the  second  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  the  prcsbyterians  in  the  place.  My  audience,  on 
the  four  occasions  that  I  preached  in  London,  was 
respectable  in  point  of  number  and  rank,  the  magis- 
trates kindly  accommodating  us  with  the'Court  House, 
an  excellent  building,  on  the  second  sabbath.  The 
congregation  fore  &  afternoon  of  that  day  could  not  fo- 
under 230 — two  thirds  of  them  said  to  be  from  Scot- 
land, and  staunch  friends  of  our  church.  I  also 
preached  on  a  week  day  to  a  large  and  respectable 
settlement  of  Highlanders,  about  four  miles  from  Lon- 
don. The  Presbytery  of  Hami  ton  have  not  paid  at- 
tention to  London  according  to  its  claims.  There  i» 
a  resident  population  there  of  upwards  of  3000,  ex- 
elusive  of  1,300  soldiers  at  present  stationed  in  thui 
a 
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place,  many  of  whom  profess  to  belong  tor 
ihe  Church  of  Scotland  Your  notion  that  it  is  requi- 
site for  London  to  have  a  minister  who  can  speak  the 
Gaelic  is  not  correct.  From  all  the  information  I 
could  get  on  this  subject,  and  I  was  at  pains  to  learn, 
I  find  that  for  6  miles  round  London  there  are  not 
more  than  two  or  three,  and  these  old  people,  who  do 
not  understand  a  sermon  as  well  when  it  is  delivered 
in  English,  as  when  it  is  preached  in  Gaelic.  And 
in  six  cases  out  of  eight  the  children  of  parents 
who  caii  and  occasionally  do  speak  the  Gaelic,  are 
growing  up  in  utter  ignorance  of  that  language.  And 
I  have  seen  no  place  to  the  west  of  Toronto,  (Hamil- 
ton not  excepted)  which  presents  so  fine  a  field  for  an 
active  and  vigorous  minister  of  our  church." 

To  this  extract  may  be  added  the  following  report, 
furnished  by  a  minister  well  acquainted  with  this  part 
of  the  country: — 

"London. — The  town  of  London  contains  at  least 
3000  souls,  exclusive  of  a  large  body  of  soldiers 
garrisoned  in  it.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
while  so  many  Presbyterians  are  connected  with 
that  part  of  the  British  army  at  present  in  Canada, 
that  any  of  the  Garrison  towns  should  be  without  a 
minister  of  our  Church,  so  that  they  are  often  obli- 
ged to  attenr!  places  of  worship  to  which  they  have 
little  other  inducement,  than  the  .mere  circumstance 
of  compulsion  ;  r,nd,  where,  however  excellent  of  its 
kind  the  mode  of  worship  may  be,  they  are  depri- 
ved of  the  means  of  awakening  in  them  those  asso- 
ciations of  early  life,  which,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
might  be  their  best  preservatives  from  the  vices  to 
which  they  are  so  much  exposed,  as  well  as  from  that 
disregard  to  all  forms  of  religion  which  too  often  cha- 
racterizes their  profession.  A  large  proportion  of  th» 
soldiers  garrisoned  here  at  present,  are  Scotch  and 
Irish  presbykrians,  anu  they  give  a   proof  of   their 
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faithful  and  undeviating  attachment  to  the  scriptural 
forms  of  worship  to  which  they  were  accustomed  in 
early  life,  by  attending  the  secession  church  here. 
And  some  of  them  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  ex- 
pressed their  pleasure  in  the  prospect  of  their  being 
removed  to  a  neighbouring  station,  on  my.  telling  them 
that  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of  attending  in  a 
church  of  Scotland  place  of  worship.  Of  the  inha- 
bitants of  London  about  300  profess  connection 
with  our  church.  The  rest  dhide  between  the  Epis- 
copalians, Papists,  Methodists,  (of  whom  there  are 
three  kinds)  and  a  Cew  Independents.  Each  of  these 
has  a  church  and  a  min:ster.  1  should  likewise  say, 
that  there  is  a  minister  of  the  united  secession  church 
who  preaches  here  regularly  to  rather  a  small  con- 
gregation, though  I  have  ascertained  it  to  be  a  fact 
that  nearly  all  his  hearers  were  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  before  they  came  here,  and  it  is  almost  as 
certain  that  the  greater  part  of  them  would  again  re- 
turn to  their  former  connection  if  there  was  an  accep- 
table minister  of  our  church  settled  here.  But  here 
there  is  no  minister  of  our  church,  though  few  stations 
are  before  it  in  point- of  importance.  There  is  no 
church  in  which  the  people  can  meet  to  hear  an  oc- 
casional sermon.  Repeated  applications  have  been 
made  to  government. for  a  grant  of  land  to  build  upon, 
but  as  yet  no  favorable  answer  has  been  received.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  however,  that  steps  recently  taken  will 
lead  to  a  more  favorable  result,  for  it  cannot  be,  that 
after  similar  grants  have  been  made  to  the  other 
leading  bodies  in  the  place,  Government  can  wish 
to  distinguish  our  church  here  as  the  one  that  is  not 
to  expect  any  encouragement.  Should  they  succeed  in 
getting  the  ground,  1  believe  no  time  will  be  lost  in 
setting  about  building  a  church.  In  the  Township 
there  are  including  a  congregation  in  which  one  of 
the  secession  ministers  labors*  I  think  about  7Q0  pres- 
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byterians.  In  regard  to  the  last  mentioned  congrega- 
tion, the  same  remarks  that  I  made  respecting  the  ono 
in  town  wil!  apply  with  equal  truth  to  it.  The  part  of 
the  presbyterians  who  have  declined  any  other  con- 
nection, and  are  waiting  with  a  patience  well  nigh  ex- 
hausted, are  perhaps  about  400.  Upon  the  whole 
this,  in  connection  with  the  town,  with  whom  they 
are  considered  as  connected,  would  form  a  good  con- 
gregation. They  are  accordingly  desirous  of  getting 
a  minister,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  should  they  get 
an  acceptable  and  faithful  one,  there  is  a  very  fair 
prospect  of  increase  to  the  congregation,  and  comfort 
and  usefulness  to  their  minister." 

With  reference  to  some  of  the  foregoing  statements, 
it  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  Government  have 
recently  granted  the  desired  site,  and  that  active  steps 
have  in  consequence  been  taken  for  the  erection  of  a 
church,  which  it  is  understood  will  be  completed  in 
the  course  of  this  summer. 

2.  In  the  townships  of  Lobo  and  Westminster,  a 
missionary  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  is  greatly  wan- 
ted. His  services  might  for  a  time  be  extended  to  the 
adjoining  townships  of  Adelaide,  Delaware  and  Car- 
radoc,  in  all  of  which  there  are  considerable  bodies  of 
presbyterians  from  Scotland  and  the  north  of  Ireland, 
who  have  hitherto  scarcely  been  visited  by  any  pres- 
byterian  minister,  and  are  of  course  suffering  grie- 
vously in  their  highest  interests.  In  the  two  town- 
ships first  mentioned  there  is  independently  of  a  con- 
siderable body  of  seceders,  a  presbyterian  population 
of  upwards  of  1000.  Respecting  this  missionary 
district,  the  report  last  quoted  furnishes  the  following 
statements  : — 

<4Lobo. — The  population  of  this  Township,amounU 
to  2000  or  upwards.  The  presbyterians  number  I 
«hou!d  suppose  about  400.  They  are  thinly  scattered 
among  the  other  inhabitants.     I    have  no  doubt  thut 
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as  many  as  two-thirds    of  the  whole  population  were 
formerly    Presbyterians,    and   nominally     connected 
with  the  Church  of  Scotland.     And  the   greater  part 
of  the  time  they  have  been  here  having  passed  before 
a  Presbyterian    minister,  or   indeed   any  evangelical 
minister  of  any  name,  came  among  them,  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered,  that  left  wholly  to  themselves   in    these 
circumstances,  they  should  become  an   easy  prey  to 
one  or  other  of  the  many  sectaries  that  so  plentifully 
fill  the  dark  places    of  this  land.     The   greater  part 
of  them  became  Baptists.     There  are  two   kinds  ot 
Baptists  among  them  ;  one  a  regular  and  orderly  peo- 
ple, have  a  respectable  Scotch  minister    of  that  per- 
suasion statedly  laboring  among  them  ;  the  other  is  a 
wild  fanatical  sect, carried  away  by  theirbelief  in  extra- 
ordinary voices,  visions,  and   new  revelations,  which 
make  the  word  of  God  of  none  effect.     They,  have, 
however,  of  late  beccme  far  less  extravagant  in  their 
proceedings  than  I  am  told  they  used  to  be  some  years 
ago.     And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  the   gospel    were 
more  fully  preached    among  them  a   reaction  would 
take  place  in  favor  of  more   rational    and    scriptural 
views  of  divine  truth.     This  body,  though  very   nu- 
merous   and    widely    scattered     throughout   several 
townships,  has  only  one  ordained  Elder  as    they  call 
him.     He  is  an  old  man   by  the   name  of  Campbell, 
and  as  he    is   considered   the   founder  of  this  particu- 
lar sect,  they  go  by  the  name  of  Campbellites.  They 
have  however  an  indefinite  number  of  teachers  of  an 
inferior  grade.     The  most  forward  among  them,  and 
such  as  advance  the  strongest  claims  to  be  considered 
inspired  for  that  purpose,  take   upon  them   the  office 
of  teachers  to  the  rest.     From  such  a  system  nothing 
but  error  and  confusion  can  reasonably  be  expected. 
It  may  be  thought  that  1  have  given  an  undue   share* 
of  my  attention  to  this  rather  singular  people.   I  have 
done  so  because  they  are  very  numerous,   not  only  in 
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the  Township  under  consideration,  but  also  in  many 
other  Townships  both  in  the  London  and  Western 
Districts — because  the  errors  they  have  unfortunately 
embraced  are  very  dangerous — because  they  are 
our  own  countrymen,  were  once  in  connex- 
ion with  our  own  church,  and  because  they  furnish 
a  melancholy  example  of  a  retrograding  process, 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  is  too  common  in  our  new 
settlements  for  the  want  of  regular  ministerial  in- 
struction and    superintendence." 

3.  The  third  missionary  for  this  District  could  have 
assigned  to  his  care  the  townships  of  Eckfrid,  Mosa 
and  the  adjoining  township  Zone  in  the  Western 
District.  These  three  townships  contain  a  presby- 
terian  population  almost  exclusively  connected  with 
the  church  of  Scotland,  of  from  1200  to  1500,  the 
great  majority  sp?aking  the  Gaelic  language.  It  is  a 
distressing  fact,  that  this  large  and  interesting  body 
of  people  have  been  left  for  ten  or  twelve  years  with- 
out the  pastoral  care  of  a  minister  of  that  Church  to 
which  they  are  so  ardently  attached.  They  have 
long  been  both  able  and  willing  to  make  a  respectable 
provision  for  a  minister.  The  report  already  quoted 
gives  the  following  particulars  respecting  them  : — 

"These  townships  lie  on  the  stage  road  between 
London  and  Chatham  and  from  twenty  to  forty 
miles  from  the  former,  I  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  the  whole  amount  of  the  population. 
Ekfrid  and  Mosa  would  form  a  very  convenient 
charge  for  one  minister  at  least  at  first.  They  have 
of  late  built  or  are  about  building  three  places  of 
worship  between  these  two  townships,  they  keep  up 
prayer  meetings  ar.d  sabbath  schools  among  them- 
selves, they  greatly  lament  their  institution  of  gospel 
ordinances,  and  though  it  is  to  be  feared  that  many 
of  them  will  be  growing  more  careless  and  remiss  in 
fbe  ©rent  of  their  continuing  much  longer    rn    their 
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'present  destitution,  there  are  not  a  few  among  them 
who  under  all  disadvantages  are  seeking  their  way  to 
Zion  with  their  faces  thitherward.  I  cannot  sny  what 
they  might  he  able  to  contribute  for  the  support  of  a 
minister.  But  I  have  no  doubt  from  their  number  and 
what  I  know  of  their  strong  desire  to  enjoy  gospel 
ordinances,  that  they  would  be  able  and  willing  to 
make  up  for  this  purpose  as  much  as  the  average 
amount  of  support  enjoyed  by  the  other  ministers 
settled  in  country  places  from    their  congregations." 

Vil.  In  the  Western  District  two  missionaries  are 
required;  the  one  to  be  stationed  at  the  village  of 
Chatham,  having  under  his  care  the  adjoining  town- 
ships, the  other  at  the  village  of  Port  Samia,  exten- 
ding his  services  to  the  townships  of  Sarnia,  Plymp* 
ton  and  Moore. 

In  regard  to  these  stations  ample  and  interesting 
information  will  be  found  in  the  following  extracts 
from  the  correspondence  of  the  Presbytery's  able  and 
energetic  missionary,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Findlay,  who 
spent  several  months  at  them.  The  first  extract  oc- 
curs under  the  date  18th  Soptr  1841,  soon  after  Mr. 
Findlay  commenced  his  labours  in  this  part  of  the 
country  : — '  Chatham,  in  which  I  preached  on 
the  1st,  4th  and  5th  sabbaths  of  August,  and  on  the 
1st  and  2nd  sabbaths  of  September,  is  a  growing  and 
rather  an  important  place,  population  about  80(1 
There  are  several  populous  Scotch  settlements,  in 
four  of  which  I  have  preached  on  week  days,  lying 
from  7  to  15  miles  from  the  village.  MyChatham  con- 
gregation for  these  last  four  sabbaths  has  averaged 
about  240 — place  of  worship  an  old  regimes 
&1  hospital.  Many  of  those  who  attend  on 
thesabbath  days  in  this  hospital,  are  contented 
with  standing  room.  £250  cy.  has  been  sub- 
scribed among  the  presbyterian  population  in  Chat- 
ham and  its  neighbourhood,  since  the  1st  iust  for  th# 
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purpose  of  building  a  place  of  worship.  I  spent  two 
weeks  in  the  townships  of  Sarnia,  Moore  and  Plymp- 
ton  early  in  August,  where  I  preached  9  times.  Our 
presbyteri.n  friends  in  these  places  are  thinly  scat- 
tered. Port  Sarnia  is  a  prettv  but  small  place,  popu- 
lation does  not  exceed  200."  The  following  state- 
ments were  communicated  from  Port  Sarnia  on  the 
26th  October  following  :— "Our  church  here,  foun- 
ded on  the  9th  August  last,  will  be  ready  for  public 
worship  on  the  second  sabbath  of  next  month.  It  is  a 
very  neat  substantial  building,  forming  a  most  con- 
spicuous object  in  the  village  of  Port  Sarnia.  I  intend 
opening  it  (D.  V.J  before  I  leave  again  for  Chatham. 
Unless  a  minister  is  secured  for  the  townships  of 
Sarnia,  Moore  and  Plyrnpton,  this  beautiful  church, 
now  nearly  finished,  will  be  of  little  service  to  the 
presbyterian  population.  The  church  building  com- 
mittee at  Port  Sarnia  feel  anxious  to  know  how  your 
Presbytery  disposed  of  the  memorial  which  they  latelv 
addressed  to  you.  I  hope  that  it  has  met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Presbytery,  and  ihat  they  have  re- 
commended it  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Colonial 
Committee  in  Edinburgh.  Our  presbyterian  friends 
ai  Chatham  have  subscribed  £303  to  building  a 
church  for  their  own  accommodation— so  much  of  the 
work  has,  I  believe,  been  contracted  for,  and  will  be 
begun  early  next  spring.  It  is  to  be  a  brick  building 
with  a  stone  foundation  intended  to  accommodate  about 
300  sitters.  Chatham  is  really  an  important  station. 
The  number  of  presbyterians  very  considerable.  Dur- 
ing the  delivery  of  the  eighteen  discourses  which  I 
have  preached  there  my  audience  amounted  generally 
to  upwards  of  200.  If  London,  Port  Sarnia,  Chatham 
and  Aldborough  were  provided  with  efficient  clergy- 
men, I  would  say  that  the  most  important  places  at 
present,  within  the  bounds  of  your  Presbytery  would 
then  be  supplied,  &  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer  • 
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tain,  the  Presbyterians  at  th«»se  stations  and  in  the 
settlements  in  their  respective  neighborhoods,  are  in 
some  measure  prepared  to  receive  and  do  all  they  can 
to  support  ministers  of  our  church.  The  longer  they 
are  neglected,  the  difficulty  of  effecting  much  good 
among  them  will  become  proportionally  greater. 
In  Port  Sarnia  &  Chatham,  a  minister  will  meet  with 
much  to  encourage  him.  At  the  latter  place  the  presby- 
terians  will  give,  with  ease  to  themselves,  the  sum  of 
j£130  annually,  for  the  support  of  an  active  and  use- 
ful clergyman.  On  the  26th  December  thereafter, 
Mr.    Findlay  writes  to  the  following  effect  : — 

"You  have  no  doubt  been  informed  of  the  erection 
and  opening  for  public  worship  of  a  neat  substantial 
brick  edifice  at  Port  Sarnip,  in  connexion  with  our 
church,  which  will  hold,  with  ease,  370  sitters.  This 
is  no  small  achievement  in  a  village  containing  only 
236  souls.  I  had  the  honor  of  preaching  for  the  fiist 
time,  in  this  new  church,  on  the  second  sabbath  of 
November,  to  upwards  of  300  I  hope  cheerful 
and  sincere  worshippers  of  the  God  of  heaven.  The 
day  was  not  so  favorable  as  could  have  been  wished, 
being  exceedingly  cold  and  stormy,  and  yet  some  of 
the  people  who  joined  us  on  that  truly  interesting  oc- 
casion, came  that  morning  the  distance  of  17  miles. 
So  many,  apparently  simple  worshippers,  so  distant 
from  the  land  of  their  fathers,  assembled  for  the  first 
time  in  a  church,  which  in  a  peculiar  view  they  could 
call  their  own,  and  on  a  spot  of  ground  which,  a  few 
short  years  ago,  was  trodden  only  by  the  wild  beast 
of  the  forest  or  the  foot  of  the  wandering  Indian,  was 
calculated  to  have  an  imposing  efFecc  on  the  reflecting 
mind.  The  collection  made  at  the  church  door  on  the 
occasion  amounted  to  £7  10s.  In  the  memorial  of 
the  church  building  committee  of  Port  Sarnia,  lately 
forwarded  to  the  Presbytery  of  Hamilton,  for  aid  to* 
iupport  a  minister  and  pecuniary  assistance  for  da-* 
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fraying  the  expense  incurred  in  building  the  church, 
some  notion  is  conveyed  of  the  number  of  presbyte- 
riansin  the  townships  of  Sarnia,  Plymplon  and  Moore. 
I  have  now  to  add  that  they  are  very  desirous  for  the 
immediate  and  permanent  settlement  of  an  active 
minister  among  them.  They  have  presented  me  with 
a  call  and  promised  to  give  £  100  sterling,  independent 
of -any  aid  from  the  Colonial  Committee,  and  should 
nothing  be  obtained  from  that  source  to  find  me  my 
bed  and  board.  I  am  truly  anxious  to  see  the  presby- 
terians  in  the  townships  which  1  have  mentioned, 
provided  with  a  faithful  and  active  laborer  in  word 
and  doctrine,  for  such  a  person  I  am  persuaded,  would 
through  God's  grace,  be  an  incalculable  blessing  to 
them  and  their  children,  I  cannot  vouch  that  they 
will  promise  the  same  salary  to  another,  before  they 
have  heard  him,  which  they  offer  to  make  good  to 
me,  but  I  am  sure  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on 
their  part  to  promote  their  minister's  comfort  if  ho 
really  devotes  himself,  as  every  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel ought,  to  the  advancement  of  their  religious  in- 
terests. If  your  Presbytery  can  bring  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  people  of  Port  Sarnia  and  its  vicinity  a 
suitable  clergyman  who  is  likely  to  accept  of  such  a 
situation,  \  beg  that  they  will  do  it  without  delay,  as 
strong  efforts  have  been  mnrie,  &  are  now  making  by 
various  parties  to  disunite  them  &  detach  them  from 
the  church  Chatham  &  its  vicinity  cry  loudly  for  an 
efficient  presbyterim  cl»  rgyman  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land. The  prc^byterians  in  this  quarter  are  ont  only 
more  numerous,  but  they  are  more  connected  &  better 
circumstanced  than  those  in  Sarnia,  Plympton  and 
Moore.  They  have  subscribed  lately  for  the  erection 
of  a  church,  upwards  of  1300,  and  from  my  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  of  the  subscribers  I  feel 
confident  that  this  sum  will  I  e  i  nsily  raised  Part  of 
the  first  instalment  has  been  paid.     The  work  is  c*n- 
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Jracted  for  and  will  be  begun  early  next  spring.  My 
public  ministrations  here  have  been  as  well  attended 
as  I  could  have  expected,  my  audience  generally  being 
from  200  to  240.  The  population  of  Chathnm  is  about 
300,  with  an  old  settled  neighhorhood.  The  presby- 
terians  constitute  nearly  half  of  the  whole  population, 
ind  are  with  very  few  exceptions,  friendly  to  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  Before  I  arrived  there  existed 
considerable  divisions  among  them.  These  division! 
C  am  glad  to  think  are  greatly  healed,  and  the  people 
c*re  now  more  united. 

VIII.  In  the  Huron  District,  consisting  of  18  large 
ownships,  and  containing  a  presbyterian  population 
jf  some  thousands, 'there  are  only  two  ministers  of  the 
Jhurch  of  Scotland,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allan,  Stratford, 
k  the  Rev.  Mr.  McMillan,  of  Williams,  respectively 
stationed  at  the  south  east  &  south  west  extremities  of 
his  extensive  tract  of  country.  The  immediate  pas- 
oral  duties  of  both  these  clergymen  are  more  than 
sufficient  to  employ  their  whoie  time  and  strength,  so 
:hat  they  can  extend  little  or  no  supply  of  the  Gospel 
to  the  population  scattered  over  the  other  townshipt 
of  the  District.  At  and  around  Goderich,  the  capital 
of  the  District,  there  are  settled  not  much  short  of 
1000  of  our  people,  and  here  a  highly  respectable  & 
useful  missionary,  principal'y  sustained  by  the  Se- 
cession body  in  Scotland,  hnibjen  labouring  for  some 
years,  of  whose  acceptable  services  they  have  gene*- 
ally  availed  themselves.  Several  other  stations,  how- 
ever, participate  in  his  labours,  but  there  is  aa 
urgent  want  of  at  least  one  missionary  in  this  quarter. 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  us  to  accumulate  th» 
evidence,  of  which  the  preceding  statements  form  no 
more  than  a  small  part,  of  the  sad  destitution  of  re- 
ligious ordinances  in  which  thousands  belonging  t« 
our  church  are,  in  the  Western  Districts  of  Canada. 
Maar  long  years  hare  pawwd  a  war  io  eecae  «f   th* 
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older  settlements,  and  large  strides  have  been  made 
towards  temporal  abundance;  but  that  which  is  of 
more  value  than  the  bread  that  perisheth,  seems  still 
to  be  far  beyond  their  reach.  The  sighs  of  the  pi- 
ous settler  for  the  privileges  that  he  enjoyed  in  his 
native  land  are  heaved  in  vain,  and  deeper  when  he 
looks  upon  his  young  family  who  are  growing  up 
around  him,  unhappily  insensible  to  the  sad  privations 
of  their  solitary  home  ;  nor  is  it  a  slight  aggravation 
of  his  sorrow  to  witness  the  frequent  inroads  of  her- 
esy and  fanaticism  among  the  members  of  our  com- 
munion, who  in  the  long  absence  of  pastoral  care,  lose 
their  hold  of  truth  and  early  education,  and  become 
the  dupes  of  artful  and  deluded  men.  This  mourn- 
ful state  of  things  is  well  known  to  the  Presbytery. 
At  every  meeting  complaints  and  applications  are  laid 
before  us.  But  what  can  we  do  to  remedy  the  evil  ? 
The  duties  of  our  particular  flocks  are  too  onerous 
to  permit  us  often  to  extend  our  labors  among  the  des- 
titute; when  we  succeed  in  bringing  a  missionary  in- 
to our  bounds  he  is  soon  induced  to  relinquish  the 
toils  and  journeyings  of  the  missionary  life  and  to 
settle  down  in  a  pastoral  charge  ;  and  the  interval  is 
often  wide,  ere  another  enn  be  obtained  to  succeed  him 
in  his  labors.  In  vindication  of  ourselves  we  must 
declare,  that  our  representations  of  our  spiritual  wants 
to  the  parent  church  have  been  full  and  incessant ;  wo 
have  engaged  to  enter  into  the  pecuniary  responsibil- 
ities for  sustaining  several  missionaries  were  they  sent 
out  to  us  ;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  imagine  that  the 
Colonial  Committee  has  treated  our  applications  with 
indifference,  although  little  success  has  followed  them. 
The  supply  required  for  her  foreign  missions  and 
Colonial  churches  appears  now  to  be  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  absorb  that  surplus  of  ministerial  candidates 
which  exceeds  the  demand  of  the  parent  church  it- 
self; and  it  would  seem  that  we  need  expect  nothing 
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more  either  from  the  church  of  Scotland  or  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Ireland  than  one  or  two  fellow  la- 
borers in  a  year  to  remind  us  of  the  connexion  in 
which  we  stand  towards  them.  We  shall  always  re- 
joice in  these  accessions,  and  continue  to  use  our  best 
endeavors  to  increase  their  number.  Meanwhile  it  is 
abundantly  evident  that  the  church  in  Canada  must 
raise  up  its  own  pastors.  No  pains  must  be  spared 
to  induce  pious  parents,  possessed  of  competent  means, 
to  educate  their  sons  for  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  and 
now  that  every  facility  is  afforded  for  this  object  in 
Queen'*  College,  we  may  cherish  the  hope  that  with- 
in a  few  years  the  church  in  this  land  will  possess  a 
native  ministry  suited  to  its  condition  and  growing 
with  its  growth. 

But  while  cheered  with  this  prospect  the  Presbyte- 
ry will  not  be  unmindful  of  present  duty,  and  will 
neglect  no  means  within  its  power  to  mitigate  that 
destitution  of  religious  ordinances  existing  within  its 
bounds,  and  more  especially  among  the  people  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  plan,  of 
which  an  outline  is  given  in  a  preceding  part  of  thi* 
report,  will  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  be  carried  out. 
In  order  to  this,  however,  the  presbyteiian  mission 
fund  must  be  brought  into  a  state  of  greater  produc- 
tiveness. It  is  lamentable  to  find  how  small  the  sum 
is  which  has  been  collected  in  five  years  within  the 
Presbytery  for  our  home  missionary  operations.  The 
highest  contribution  obtained  from  any  congregation 
is  too  small,  while  others  have  presented  a  mere 
peppercorn,  and  several  flourishing  churches, 
abounding  in  all  spiritual  and  temporal  things,  have 
not  made  even  this  dutiful  acknowledgment.  W» 
have  heard  indeed  a  very  plausible  pretext  for  thi* 
stinted  liberality.  Why,  it  has  been  asked,  call  on 
as  for  contributions  when  there  are  no  missionaries 
in  the  field  ?     But   be  it  observed  that  we  want  lb* 
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means  to  bring  out  the  missionaries,  &  had  wc  display- 
ed our  zeal  by  antecedently  providing  these  means,our 
promises  would  have  been  more  worthy  of  credit,  and 
our  applications  perhaps  have  been  more  successful. 
Now  however  this  pretext  will  no  longer  be  available. 
Every  minister  of  the  Presbytery  will  henceforth  bo 
required  to  consecrate  a  portion  of  his  time  to  mission- 
ary labor,  and  to  carry  out  this  scheme  funds  will 
be  necessary.  It  is  not  contemplated  in  reference  to 
the  missionary  services  of  settled  ministers,  that  any 
pecuniary  remuneration  will  be  given,  but  to  render 
the  scheme  practicable,  and  in  all  reason  and  justice, 
their  expenses  must  be  borne.  The  attention  of  the 
congregations  which  they  visit  will  be  particularly 
called  to  their  obligation  to  assist  in  defraying  .this 
charge,  and  a'so  to  extend  their  liberality  to  all  the 
benevolent  schemes  of  the  church.  Should  we  suc- 
ceed in  making  a  liberal,  united,  and  prayerful  effort, 
the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  will  prosper  in  our  hands. 

The  peculiar  position  which  we  occupy  as  early 
settlers  of  this  magnificent  province,  now  indeed  very 
thinly  peopled,  but  with  n  a  century  destined  doubt- 
less to  be  the  home  of  millions,  cannot  be  contempla- 
ted but  with  the  deepest  solemnity.  Should  we  fail 
in  those  duties  which  are  manifestly  incumbent  on  us 
— should  we,  yielding  to  a  worldly  spirit  shrink  from 
those  sacrifices  without  which  we  cannot  be  faithful 
to  the  church  of  God — should  wp  fall  into  the  fatal 
error,  alas,  how  common  !  of  witholding  all  support 
to  religious  institution*  until  every  temporal  conveni- 
ence is  attained,  the  favorable  opportunities  presented 
to  us  in  divin  ^  providence  of  contributing  an  honorable 
part  in  the  establishing-  of  religion  in  the  land,  may 
pass  away,  and  unblessed  possessions  and  an  ungodly 
offspring  miy  be  the  monuments  of  the  displeasure  of 
heaven.  Our  hopes  on  this  point,  however,  aro 
stronger  than  our    fears.     The  liberality  of  our  pco- 
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pie  haa  not  failed,  in  several  important  measures  in 
which  the  demands  upon  it  were  heavy  ;  and  we  are 
confident  that  they  will  yield  an  effectual  and  strong 
support  to  our  homo  missionary  scheme,  so  soon  as  it 
is  brought  into  operation,  and  its  claims  are  properly 
presented  to  their  attention. 
Hamilton,  12th  May,  1842. 
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